Friday 16th July 2021
Dear Parents and Students,
Good afternoon – I hope this newsletter finds you safe and well.
As we approach the end of the school year, there are a number of house keeping jobs to be done. If your
child has a library book, please ensure that they return it so that other children have access to books. Some
of our students will be placed in our new house ‘Braithwaite’ to ensure that membership of houses across
the year groups are even, if your child is affected their form is named in this newsletter and they should now
have received their new tie from the school. We will relaunch the house system in September and will use
house points to reward attitude to learning and participation in school life.
Our Sports Day will take place on lessons 1 & 2 on Tuesday morning. Due to COVID, only those participating
will be on the field. Good luck to all those students participating, I know many are seeking to break school
records but all are to be congratulated for participating in events. I very much hope that next year we will
return to the whole school being together to cheer competitors on in person.
We have planned to have ‘R in the Park’ as planned on Wednesday, 21st July (pm) as the event is outside. All
students will receive a ride token as a reward from the school but will need money for more rides and the
food outlets that will be present.
Thank you and well done to all the sixth formers who took part in the sponsored walk to raise awareness of
suicide prevention and raise money for the charity ‘Papyrus’. Should you wish to make a donation, details of
the JustGiving page are on page 12.
Looking forward, details of exams results days (please note that A level results day is 10th August and GCSEs
are on 12th August), details of the arrangements are on page 4, GCSE will be forwarded early next week. We
have also added a link to the National Careers Service on page 12 to support students and parents on these
days. In addition, Careers Connect will be on site for results days should you need their help and support.
We are looking forward to other events over summer, including a summer school and a PGL trip. If you have
not done so already, please make sure that we have the necessary consent forms by Monday afternoon.
These are great opportunities to get involved in new activities and make new friends, we look forward to
seeing you there.
Details of the changes to COVID advice are on pages 13 & 14, there are some changes and you should all be
aware of them.
Finally, can I remind all parents that school breaks up for summer on Wednesday 21st July at 3:10pm and
reopens for all students on Monday 6th September. Year 7 Induction Day is on Friday 3rd September.
Have a lovely weekend.
Mrs Thorogood, Headteacher.

As you know, the academic year ends at 3:10pm on Wednesday 21st July.
It is important that all students attend every day until Wednesday.
Whilst we appreciate that you may have younger children who have already broken up or break up before
Wednesday, we asking that given the number of days your child has missed in school this year that you send
your child in.
Normal lessons will apply next week with the exception of the events outlined below:
End of Year Arrangements
Tuesday 20th July

Sports Day

Lesson 1 & 2

Competitors only

Lesson 3

Tutorial lesson for all years

Wednesday 21st July

Remote end of year
assemblies
R in the Park

Lunch onwards

All year groups from lunch onwards

Mrs Munro, Deputy Headteacher.

This week, all pupils who will be moving to our new house BRAITHWAITE will be issued with a new tie during
form time (these ties will be free of charge). A reminder that pupils can continue to wear their existing PE
kit until a new one is required when they can purchase the new orange top.
The following forms are moving to Braithwaite House for September 2021:
Form
7E
7H
8G
8H

Current House
Sans Pareil
Stephenson
Sans Pareil
Stephenson

New House
Braithwaite
Braithwaite
Braithwaite
Braithwaite

9C
9F

Perseverance
Rocket

Braithwaite
Braithwaite

10C
10F

Perseverance
Rocket

Braithwaite
Braithwaite

Mr Roberts, Assistant Headteacher.

Dear Year 13 Parents,
We are looking forward to seeing your son/daughter on Results Day.
To ensure we keep everyone safe and can offer appropriate support to your son/daughter, we are asking
them to book into a timeslot to collect their results.
They will be able to find out from the UCAS website on ‘Track’ about their offers and whether they have been
accepted from around 8:00am. They could also consider UCAS adjust if their grades are higher than their 1st
choice offer and then look for a more prestigious university offering their course on the day. Also, on
‘Clearing and Clearing Plus’, there are relevant courses with vacancies that might be a good alternative if they
did not get accepted on the courses they applied for. Information will be sent out via EduLink detailing these
processes in preparation for the day.
How it will work:
• The students will be invited to select a 10 minute time-slot below from 8:45 am onwards
• They can collect their results with friends but group sizes will be limited to 15
• They must enter the Rainhill Sixth via the Sixth Form Entrance to collect their results from the Bistro
• They must then make their way into the Sixth Form Study Area to open their results
• Parents will need to wait outside but, if they would prefer, they can take their results out to open
with you
• If they need to speak to a member of the Sixth Form Team about their next steps, they can come
through to the Library to the Progression Hub to discuss their options. At this point, parents can be
collected from outside and brought through to join the discussion
Your son or daughter must complete the following online survey shared via EduLink and Teams before
Wednesday 21st July. Timeslots will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. Please be mindful that if
your son/daughter arrives without booking a slot, you may have to wait longer if the timeslot is full. We will
confirm your timeslot once we collate the information and will try to meet everyone's requests as best we
can. The link to the survey form is here.
If you have any questions, please do get in touch with:
•
•

Director of Sixth Form: Anthony Cunningham at cunninghama@rainhillhigh.org.uk for questions
regarding the plans.
Sixth Form Progression Mentor: Kara Banks at kara.banks@rainhillhigh.org.uk Progression Mentor
for questions regarding UCAS advice, guidance and support

Miss Banks, Sixth Form Progression Mentor.

We are looking forward to welcoming Year 11 to receive their GCSE results on Thursday 12 th August this year.
Current guidance will allow us to have the results day in person from 10am and this will be in the Sports
Hall. Students need to make their way to the rear entrance, off the tennis courts, from 10am onwards.
There will be an opportunity for your child to discuss their results and future progression with a member of
staff on the day and, of course, lots of pictures to celebrate their incredibly hard work this year.

In summer 2023, some of our students are undertaking a once in a lifetime opportunity to travel to Kenya,
where they will get involved in a range of projects, helping to support education and community
development in two rural communities. They’ll become part of the community as they live and work
alongside local people, learning about the challenges faced as well as the rich tradition and culture of Kenya.
Throughout their expedition, students will also get up close to some truly incredible wildlife and scuba dive
alongside colourful marine life.
Over the next 18 months, students will be fundraising the money to go on the trip and we will be promoting
their events and initiatives for you to see and, if you would like to, get involved with. Any support would be
greatly appreciated.

Please see the information about the LCR Survey on the Environment.
Children now are much more aware of global environmental issues as they are taught about them in school.
The survey is being sent to all districts across the Liverpool City Region (Liverpool, Wirral, Sefton, Knowsley,
St. Helens and Halton), and this will allow them to bring their school work to a local level with actions that
themselves and their families take part in on a daily basis.
Have your say on an important environment issue (researchfeedback.net)
The survey will provide us with a baseline of knowledge that the children/young people possess, and will
inform the educational programme for our Net Zero Carbon 2040 programme.
The questions are designed to provoke thinking and discussion around everyday activities that we need to
change in order to reduce our Co2 emissions, they include the following topics:
•
•
•
•

the food we eat
the way we travel
the way we cook
the way we heat our homes

Results from the survey will be used to inform the First Year Action Plan on Climate Change.

As a school, our stated aim is to pursue excellence in all that we do.
In light of this, we expect every member of our Rainhill High School
family to dress professionally and to demonstrate the high standards
that we aspire to.
Over the very recent past, post-lockdown, girls’ skirts have
increasingly been worn above the knee. In some cases, this has been
taken to the excess. I am therefore taking this opportunity to clarify
that school skirts are to be, as per our uniform policy, box-pleated
and knee length. Socks, black, are to be knee length or as an
alternative, black opaque tights could be worn.
Girls are, of course, able to wear trousers to uniform standard as an
alternative.
Full details of our school uniform requirements will be on the
website before the end of term and in the summer pack this August.

Bonjour!
Wednesday 14th July was La Fête Nationale Français. Some of our students learnt about the history of this
important French holiday and I thought you might enjoy their art work! Special mention to Daniella in Y7.
Merci!
Miss D'Anna, Head of Languages.

All students will attend ‘R in the Park’ on Wednesday afternoon.
All students will be issued with one free ride token. Students will need to bring cash to use the rides. We
advise students to bring change as there will be no facility in school to exchange notes.

Today, our Rainhill Sixth students and staff made their journey to The Dream Monument in St Helens, raising
awareness and funds for the charity PAPYRUS – Prevention of Young Suicide.
PAPYRUS provides confidential support and advice to young people struggling with thoughts of suicide and to
anyone worried about a young person through their helpline, HOPELINEUK.
Every £5.00 raised can help pay for a life-saving contact to HOPELINEUK so donations really are lifesaving. All
donations are gratefully received, no matter how small. We hope you will help to support our end of year
fundraiser event by donating if you can, thank you.
Mrs Anders, Rainhill Sixth Student Manager.
Link and QR code for your Papyrus donations to the RH6 Just Giving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rh6-2021

The National Careers Service is delivering a series of webinars for parents and carers whose children are
receiving results this August. We recognise that it has been a challenging year for students and want to equip
parents and carers with advice to support their children on the day. Click the links below to sign up to one of
the webinars and get:
•
•
•
•
•

tips on how your child can prepare for results day
advice about their options
advice about leaving education and exploring careers
signposting to useful sources
an opportunity for Q&A

Dates
•
•
•

Friday 30 July, 12pm – book your place
Tuesday 3 August, 4pm – book your place
Wednesday 4 August, 12pm – book your place

The Government has updated its guidance regarding facemasks, which takes effect from Monday 17th May.
“From 17th May, in line with Step 3 of the roadmap, face coverings will no longer be recommended for pupils
in classrooms or communal areas in all schools. Face coverings will also no longer be recommended for staff
in classrooms. In all schools we continue to recommend that face coverings should be worn by staff and
visitors in situations outside of classrooms where social distancing is not possible (for example, when moving
around in corridors and communal areas).”
Regarding transport to and from school - “Children and young people aged 11 and over must still wear a face
covering on public transport. In accordance with advice from PHE, they must also wear a face covering when
travelling on dedicated transport to secondary school or college. This does not apply to children and young
people who are exempt from wearing face coverings.”

Dear Parent/Carer,
We continue to be encouraged to hear that the link between COVID infection and hospitalisation appears to
have been broken by the vaccination drive, however we would nevertheless reiterate the importance of
continuing with twice weekly testing and reporting the results of those tests via the process outlined later in
this newsletter.
If you would like your child to be tested, by a trained member of staff, at school instead of at home then
please email your child/children’s name and form to covid@rainhillhighschool.org.uk and let them know that
testing takes place on a Monday and Thursday morning between 8:15am and 8:50am in our test centre
(Gym). You do not need to await a confirmation email, once you have informed us you would like your child
to be tested at school, then they may attend the test centre at the aforementioned times.
Please also note that the Contact Testing trial the school was participating in has now finished and therefore
we have had to revert to asking positive cases, and ‘contacts’ identified in relation to positive cases, to selfisolate in accordance with the guidance below.

Testing of students
• Students should continue to self-test twice per week and follow the guidance below regarding
reporting your result.
• If you would prefer your child’s testing to be done in school then please email
covid@rainhillhighschool.org.uk starting their name and form.
• Comprehensive guidance on self-testing is contained in the ‘Instructions for Use’ leaflet, which
comes with the test kit.
• LFD test kits for students will be replenished every 3 x weeks – they will be handed out in form time
and should only be used by the student they are handed to; family members are able to get test kits
from local testing centres and pharmacies.

If negative –
You need to report the outcome of the test via testregister.co.uk/login
You can continue to attend school (work).
If positive –
You need to report the outcome of the test via testregister.co.uk/login
You will need to inform school and self-isolate in line with the stay-at- home guidance.
o The person who has COVID – isolates for 10 days starting the day after symptoms started or,
in the absence of symptoms, the day after the positive test.
o Non-Household ‘Contacts’ – isolates for 10 x days starting the day after the last time the
person was in contact with the ‘infected person’ during their infectious period.
You will also need to arrange a polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test to conﬁrm the result. If this PCR
test result is negative, and you have no symptoms of COVID-19, you and your household can stop
isolating.
Stay at home: guidance for households with possible or conﬁrmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection
Guidance for contacts of people with conﬁrmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection who do not live with the
person
The Government has released new guidance regarding what Parents/Careers need to know concerning the
approach to COVID in schools from Step 4 (19/07/21).
The main points to note are:
From Monday 19th July onwards:
•
We will no longer trace close contacts, however close contacts will still be identiﬁed via NHS Test and
Trace
•
Your child does not need to remain in a consistent group (‘bubble’)
•
The government is removing the requirement to wear face coverings in law but expects and recommends
that they are worn in enclosed and crowded spaces where you may come into contact with people you
don’t normally meet
From 16th August onwards:
•
Children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are contacted by
NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. Instead, children will be contacted by
NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case and advised to take a
PCR test
Other points to note from the guidance:
•
Nationally, education and childcare settings are open, and attendance is mandatory
•
The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health has made it clear that the overwhelming majority of
children and young people still have no symptoms or very mild illness only, in relation to COVID
•
Over the summer, staﬀ, secondary pupils and college students should continue to test regularly if they are
attending settings that remain open
•
Secondary schools and colleges have been asked to prepare for on-site testing at the beginning of the
autumn term
•
You may be eligible for a one-oﬀ Test and Trace Support Payment of £500 from your local authority if your
child has been advised to self-isolate by the school – more details are contained with the guidance
referenced below.
Government guidance https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-provider
s-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to
-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges

Just a polite reminder that Reception and the Main Office opening times are 8:00am till 4:30pm, Monday to
Thursday and 8:00am till 4:00pm on a Friday for the collection of mobile phones.
If your child has had their mobile phone confiscated, you will need to ensure you visit the school within these
hours in order to collect it. If you are unable to collect the mobile phone within these times, can you please
contact the school to make alternative arrangements and parents are asked not to just turn up. Please be
reassured that the mobile phone will be locked away securely overnight.

Edulink is the main source of communication from school to all parents to inform them of any updates or
information relating to your child or the school. If you currently do not access Edulink, could you please
contact jeanette.rigby@rainhillhigh.org.uk so that a password and username can be provided.
From Monday 14th June, Year 9 students were allowed to come into school wearing PE kit on the days that
they have Dance timetabled. This is due to a lack of changing facilities currently, and the need to wear kit for
Dance lessons. However, there have been a number of issues arising. Please can you support us with this by
ensuring that:
•
•
•

Your child attends only in Rainhill PE kit; no branded or other sports wear is permitted.
Your child only attends in Rainhill PE kit on the days when DANCE lessons are timetabled, not Drama
or PE lessons.
If a child does attend school in incorrect kit or in kit on a day when dance is not timetabled, parents
will be contacted to drop off their school uniform for them to change back into.

Thank you for your understanding on this matter.
Mrs Segal, Deputy Headteacher.

We have had a few queries regarding the finishing time on the last day of term before the summer break.
School finishes for summer on Wednesday 21st July at 3:10pm (normal finish time).

NJC Scale 3
As and when required
We are looking to recruit a personable and flexible Mini Bus Driver to transport students in the school’s
minibus.
The role is on a zero hour’s basis, given the adhoc nature of it, and will involve irregular hours across daytime,
evenings and occasionally of a weekend and therefore may be better suited to someone who is looking to work
occasional hours on a ‘as and when required’ basis.
The ideal candidate will be flexible, well organised, smartly presented and committed to delivering excellent
customer service. We are also looking for someone with a full, clean driving licence. Please note that holding
a Cat D1 on your driving licence is not required due to the vehicle type, however any appointment will be
subject to an internal practical driving review.
Further details are available here. Please return applications to jobs@rainhillhigh.org.uk or to Mrs A
Mawdsley at the above address. CVs will NOT be accepted for this position.
Rainhill High School and Sixth Form is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young
people as well as promoting equality of opportunity and community cohesion where the diversity of different
backgrounds and circumstances is appreciated and positively valued and expects all staff, volunteers and other workers
to share in this commitment. This post is subject to a Disclosing & Barring Service Enhanced Disclosure Certificate.

NJC 3-4 £20,202 - £20,573 pa (includes shift allowance)
(pay award pending)
37 hours per week Full year
Are you hardworking, conscientious, well organised and have a trade such as painting and decorating,
joinery, plumbing or just enjoy being an all-round ‘handyman’? If so read on…
We want to appoint a self motivated Caretaker to work flexible shifts with the possibility of some weekend
work to start as soon as possible. You must be able to communicate well at all levels and flexibility is vital in
order to meet the requirements of the school.
You will be an integral member of a team responsible for the day-to-day operational management, safety,
general maintenance, cleanliness and security of the academy site, ensuring that it is welcoming and a safe
environment for the whole school community.
Previous experience of working in a school environment is desirable.
Further details are available at www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/vacancies Please return applications to
jobs@rainhillhigh.org.uk
Closing date: Monday 19th July 2021 at 4pm
Interviews: TBC
Rainhill High School and Sixth Form is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and
young people as well as promoting equality of opportunity and community cohesion where the diversity of
different backgrounds and circumstances is appreciated and positively valued and expects all staff, volunteers
and other workers to share in this commitment.
This post is subject to a Disclosing & Barring Service Enhanced Disclosure Certificate

A feature is available on the Edulink One App. All parents will have the ability to update their
own personal details. The submission will be verified, checked and updated on SIMS.

The DT/Construction department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account which allows
staff, parents and students to find out what has been going on in the department.
You can find the account with the username. @Dt_Construction_rhs

The Food Tech department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account which portrays
pupils’ food products in the department and allows staff, parents and students to find out
what has been going on.
You can find the account with the username. @RHS-FoodTech.

The Performing Arts department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account for our private
Music lessons.
You can find the account with the username. @Rainhillhighmusic

The Modern Foreign Languages department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account
which allows staff, parents and students to find out what has been going on in the
department.
You can find the account with the username. @Rainhilllanguages.

Heads of Department
English Y7, Y8 & Y9
English Y10
English Y11
Mathematics Y7, Y8 & Y9
Mathematics Y10 & Y11
Science
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
History
Geography

Miss Lunt
Mrs Jones
Ms Dickman
Miss Carson
Mr Rimmer
Miss Robinson
Dr Gordon
Dr Beswick
Mr Hurst
Mr Procter
Mrs Parkinson

Philosophy & Ethics
Sociology
Computer Science
Business Studies
Art/DT
Languages
Food
Performing Arts
PE
Life Skills
(PSHE/Citizenship)

Miss Goss
Mr Jarvis
Miss Johnson
Mr Jarvis
Mr Bennett
Miss D’Anna
Mrs Bolland
Mrs McCann
Mr Rachi
Miss Bryant

Pastoral Queries
Stage 1
Stage 2
Stage 3
Stage 4
Stage 5

Form Tutor
Year Student Manager
Year Progress Leader
Deputy Headteacher
Headteacher

Mrs Munro
Mrs Thorogood

Pastoral Structure
Y7 Student Manager
Y8 Student Manager
Y9 Student Manager
Y10 Student Manager
Y11 Student Manager

Mrs Foster
Miss Seddon
Mrs Martin
Miss Gordon
Mrs Quirk

Y7 Progress Leader
Y8 Progress Leader
Y9 Progress Leader
Y10 Progress Leader
Y11 Progress Leader

Mr Shoebridge
Miss West
Mrs Haselden
Miss Williams
Mr Giles

Formal Complaints
If you wish to formally complain, please use the link below to find our complaints procedure.
https.//www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/PDFs/Policies-2020/Complaints-Procedure-2020-NEW-A5.pdf

